ABSTRACT -Common bean types with special grains are considered an alternative for certain domestic and export markets. IAC-Boreal and IAC-Harmonia were developed by the Instituto Agronômico Campinas and offer an excellent type of commercial grains, upright plant growth, earliness and high yield to supply these markets.
INTRODUCTION
Special common bean types, among them the striped, are native to the Andes and represent around 15 commercial groups. These grains are different from the generally consumed (carioca and black) by the Brazilian population. They differ in colors and grain size and are known as Jalo, Bolinha, Striped, Pintado, Branco; the types with small and medium-sized seeds are Rosinha, Vermelho and Mulatinho.
The cultivation of special beans is on the rise as an alternative product of greater added value on the internal market. In the long term, it would even be possible to think of exportation, since the product sold on the international market are large-grain bean types.
In Brazil, most cultivated bean types are of the variety carioca; nearly the full output is sold on the internal market. The other varieties grown in the country are Black bean (approximately 15%), Cowpea (approximately 12%), striped bean, Jalo Vermelho, Canário, etc (approximately 3%). At the international level, an average 27 million hectares are planted annually and approximately 20 million tons of common bean are harvested, in over 100 countries. Of this total, 60% of the world production is concentrated in six countries: Brazil, India, China, Myanmar, Mexico, and the United States.
The genetic breeding in Brazil for these special beans (Jalo, Bolinha, Jabola, Vermelho, Striped, Brancos, Pintados and Canários) is still considered sparse and inchoate when compared to the carioca 
GRAIN YIELD POTENTIAL
The yield potential of IAC-Boreal and IACHarmonia in 24 VCU trials with 15 genotypes was 3,518 and 3,828 kg ha -1 . In these trials the mean yield of IACBoreal was 1,971, 1,999 and 2,405 kg ha -1 in the rainy, dry and winter seasons, respectively. The mean yield of IAC-Harmonia in the three growing seasons was 2,474, 2,077 and 2,424 kg ha -1 , respectively, and. 2,160, 2,028 and 2,211 kg ha -1 , respectively, for the standard cultivar Jalo Precoce (Table 1) .
The MSD (minimum significant difference -5%) in the mean yield of these cultivars was significant for the different growing seasons and in the joint analysis.
OTHER TRAITS
IAC-Boreal: upright growth (type I), anthracnose resistance, 1.000 seed weight of 505 grams. The cycle from emergence to physiological maturation lasts 80 days, the guides are medium, the flowers uniform and white and the pods yellow /straw-colored.
IAC-Harmonia: upright growth (type I), moderate anthracnose resistance, 1.000 seed weight of 415 grams. The cycle from emergence to physiological maturation lasts 75 days, the guides are medium, the flowers uniform and pink, and the pods are yellow/straw-colored with some red streaks.
The mean cooking time (minutes) of IAC-Harmonia was slightly longer (31.90) than of Jalo Precoce (29.32). The cooking time of IAC-Boreal was shorter (27.79), but both exhibited whole grains and excellent broth quality in the end of the cooking period. The grain protein content varied according to the environment and was in the mean 21.01 and 22.0% for IAC-Harmonia and IAC-Boreal, respectively (Table 2) . 
